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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-72 are presented for examination. This office action is in response to 
the amendment filed on 6-27-2005. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 6-27- 
2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
O'Connor et al (5,638,499) in view of Bier (6,072,501), and further in view of Hamburg. 
(6,028,583) 
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Regarding claim 1 , O'Connor et al discloses that the a computer-implemented 
method (Fig 21 ) for combining at least two overlapping layers to render an image, the 
image containing a plurality of image pixels, each overlapping layer containing a 
plurality of layer pixels, each layer pixel corresponding to one of the image pixels, 
wherein each layer pixel has an opacity value and wherein at least one of the 
overlapping layers has a fade value that specified an overall opacity of the at least one 
of the overlapping layers, (See Abstract, col 14 line 20-52) the method comprising: [a') 
defining a tile, the tile comprising a subset of the image pixels delimited according to an 
area of overlap among a set of at least two layers, so that a first portion of the image 
lies within the tile and a second portion of the image lies outside the tile;] and a) 
processing the first portion of the image distinctly from the second portion of the image 
by, for at least one image pixel in the defined tile (See Abstract, Fig 14, Fig 1 6, Fig 21 , 
Fig 22, Fig 23, col 7 line 46-53, col 14 line 20-52, col 14 line 53-col 15 line 23): a.1) 
initializing an accumulator color value (MOVE, 2; "RT values of pixel in layer to blend 
accumulator") and an accumulator opacity value; a.2) selecting one of the layers in the 
set of at least two layers, the selected layer having a layer pixel corresponding to the 
image pixel, the layer pixel having a color value (SET.1 ^'initialize a layer index to the 
topmost layer")a.3) compositing the color value of the layer pixel with the accumulator 
color value (COMBINE, 6; "layer i with layer i-1 in BAcc), and compositing at least one 
of the opacity value of the layer pixel and the fade value of the selected layer with the 
accumulator opacity value; a.4) storing the accumulator (COMBINE, 6; "blend 
accumulator") color value and the accumulator opacity value resulting from a. 3); a. 5) 
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determining whether layer pixels for any remaining layers in the set of at least two 
layers should be processed (TEST, 4; 'testing last layer whether it is completed or not'); 
a.6) responsive to a. 5) indicating that layer pixels for any remaining layers should be 
processed, repeating a. 2) to a.6) (TEST, 4; 'testing last layer whether it is completed or 
not'); and a.7) outputting the accumulator color value (CALCULATE, 7; 'calculating final 
pixel color'); wherein, for each defined tile, the set of layers that overlap within the tile is 
homogenous throughout the entirety of the tile. 

O'Connor et al does not specifically discloses that "defining a tile, which a subset 
of the image pixels delimited according to an area of overlap, wherein the set of layers 
that overlap within the tile is homogenous throughout the entirety of the tile". However, 
such limitation is shown in the teaching of Bier. [i.e. composed scene '500' in Fig 5, 
'1704-1707' in Fig 17] (See Fig 5, Fig 17, col 7 line 54-62) It would have been obvious 
to one skilled in the art to incorporate the teaching of Bier into the teaching of O'Connor 
et al [i.e. the overlapped portions are separately calculated/executed with other regions 
of windows/layers], in order to produce faster final composed image with easy manner 
[i.e. "reduce the amount of computation and speed processing in the processing of 
transparency" See col 7 line 62-65 in Schiller et al], as using such "tile" structure is also 
advantageously desirable in the teaching of O'Connor et al for performing image 
composition with multiple layers with minimized hardware (i.e. less memory, as tiles can 
be treated as one group of embodiment in memory) at faster processing time (i.e. 
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eliminate repetitious calculations for invisible tiles or on overlapped regions by 
partitioning the object). 

The combination of O'Connor et al and Bier do not explicitly disclose the fade 
value that specified an overall opacity of a layer. However, such limitation is shown in 
the teaching of Hamburg, [i.e. "image layer global opacity"; 18a,58a,68a] (See col 2 line 
57-62, col 4 line 9-10, col 4 line 66-col 5 line 15, col 7 line 19-49) It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art to incorporate the teaching of Hamburg into the teaching 
of O'Connor et al [i.e. See "cross-fading" in O'Connor et al], in order to control the 
opacity of image layers with uncomplicated manner, as such improvement is also 
advantageously desirable in the teaching of O'Connor et al for rendering the opacity of 
the final composited image with simpler manner at faster processing time, (as only one 
variable is used to control whole image layers). 

Regarding claim 2, O'Connor et al discloses that wherein each layer pixel has an 
opacity value, and wherein (See Abstract, Fig 14, Fig 16, Fig 21, Fig 22, Fig 23, col 7 
line 46-53, col 14 line 20-52, col 14 line 53-col 15 line 23): a. 5) comprises determining 
whether the accumulator opacity value indicates full opacity (TEST, 5). 
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Regarding claim 3, O'Connor et al discloses that wherein a.2) comprises 
selecting a topmost remaining layer in the set of at least two layers. (See col 7 line 46- 
53, col 9 line 27-39, col 18 line 6-18) 

Regarding claim 4, O'Connor et al discloses that wherein a.7) comprises 
outputting the accumulator color value to a frame buffer. (See Fig 16, col 14 line 20-52) 

Regarding claim 5, O'Connor et al discloses that further comprising: b) displaying 
the image. (See Fig 16, col 14 line 20-52) 

Regarding claim 6, O'Connor et al discloses that further comprising: b) repeating 
a) for each image pixel in the defined tile. (See Abstract, col 14 line 20-50, col 14 line 
53-col 15 line 23) 

Regarding claim 7, O'Connor et al discloses that wherein a) comprises 
performing a.1 ) through a.7) for at least two image pixels concurrently. (See Abstract, 
col 1 1 line 49-52, col 14 line 20-50, col 14 line 53-col 15 line 23) 

Regarding claim 8, O'Connor et al discloses that further comprising: b) 
concurrently with a), for a second image pixel in the defined tile (See Abstract, Fig 14, 
Fig 16, Fig 21, Fig 22, Fig 23, col 7 line 46-53, col 1 1 line 34-52, col 14 line 20-52, col 
14 line 53-col 15 line 23): b.1) initializing a second accumulator color value (MOVE, 2); 



Application/Control Number: 10/017,674 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2672 

b.2) selecting one of the layers in the set of at least two layers, the selected layer having 
a second layer pixel corresponding to the second image.pixel, the second layer pixel 
having a color value (SET, 1); b.3) compositing the color value of the second layer pixel 
with the second accumulator color value (COMBINE, 6); b.4) storing the second 
accumulator (COMBINE, 6) color value resulting from b.3); b.5) determining whether 
layer pixels for any remaining layers in the set of at least two layers should be 
processed (TEST, 4); b.6) responsive to b.5) indicating that layer pixels for any 
remaining layers should be processed, repeating b.2) to b.6) (TEST, 4); and b.7) 
outputting the second accumulator color value (CALCULATE, 7). 

Regarding claim 9, O'Connor et al discloses that wherein at least one of the 
layers in the set of at least two layers is non-rectangular. (See Fig 4, Fig 22) 

Regarding claim 10, O'Connor et al discloses that wherein at least one pixel of at 
least one of the layers in the set of at least two layers is transparent, and wherein a.3) 
comprises: a.3.1) responsive to the layer pixel being transparent, retaining the 
accumulator color value; and a. 3.2) responsive to the layer pixel not being transparent, 
compositing the color value of the layer pixel with the accumulator color value. (See 
steps 5,6,7 of Fig 21) 

Regarding claim 1 1 , O'Connor et al discloses that further comprising: b') 
repeating a') and a) for at least one second defined tile. (See Abstract, Fig 21) 
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Regarding claim 12, O'Connor et al discloses that wherein each layer comprises 
a window, and wherein the image comprises a display for a windowing system. (See Fig 
14, Fig 15, Fig 22, Fig 23) 

Regarding claim 13, refer to the discussion for the claim 1 hereinabove, 
O'Connor et al further discloses that wherein a first one of the layers in the set overlaps 
a second one of the layers in the set, and wherein each layer comprises bounds defined 
by edges, and wherein at least one edge of the first layer lies within the bounds of the 
second layer, and wherein a') comprises: subdividing the second layer along a line 
corresponding to an extension of the at least one edge of the first layer that lies within 
the bounds of the second layer. (See Abstract, Fig 14, Fig 16, Fig 21 , Fig 22, Fig 23, col 
7 line 46-53, col 1 1 line 34-52, col 14 line 20-52, col 14 line 53-col 15 line 23) 

Regarding claim 14, O'Connor et al discloses that wherein: a. 3) comprises 
compositing the color value of the layer pixel with the accumulator color value, using at 
least one of the opacity value of the layer pixel, the fade value of the selected layer and 
the accumulator opacity value. (See Fig 2, Fig 14, Fig 21 , Fig 23) 

Regarding claim 15, claim 15 is similar in scope to the claim 1 , and thus the 
rejection to claim 1 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 15. 



Application/Control Number: 10/017,674 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2672 

Regarding claim 16, claim 16 is similar in scope to the claim 2, and thus the 
rejection to claim 2 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 16. 

Regarding claim 17, claim 17 is similar in scope to the claim 3, and thus the 
rejection to claim 3 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 17. 

Regarding claim 18, claim 18 is similar in scope to the claim 4, and thus the 
rejection to claim 4 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 18. 

Regarding claim 19, claim 19 is similar in scope to the claim 5, and thus the 
rejection to claim 5 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 19. 

Regarding claim 20, claim 20 is similar in scope to the claim 6, and thus the 
rejection to claim 6 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 20. 

Regarding claim 21, claim 21 is similar in scope to the claim 7, and thus the 
rejection to claim 7 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 21. 

Regarding claim 22, claim 22 is similar in scope to the claim 8, and thus the 
rejection to claim 8 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 22. 
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Regarding claim 23, claim 23 is similar in scope to the claim 9, and thus the 
rejection to claim 9 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 23. 

Regarding claim 24, claim 24 is similar in scope to the claim 10, and thus the 
rejection to claim 1 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 24. 

Regarding claim 25, claim 25 is similar in scope to the claim 1 1 , and thus the 
rejection to claim 1 1 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 25. 

Regarding claim 26, claim 26 is similar in scope to the claim 12, and thus the 
rejection to claim 12 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 26. 

Regarding claim 27, claim 27 is similar in scope to the claim 13, and thus the 
rejection to claim 13 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 27. 

Regarding claim 28, claim 28 is similar in scope to the claim 14, and thus the 
rejection to claim 14 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 28. 

Regarding claim 29, claim 29 is similar in scope to the claim 1, and thus the 
rejection to claim 1 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 29. 



Application/Control Number: 10/017,674 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2672 

Regarding claim 30, claim 30 is similar in scope to the claim 2, and thus the 
rejection to claim 2 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 30. 

Regarding claim 31 , claim 31 is similar in scope to the claim 3, and thus the 
rejection to claim 3 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 31 . 

Regarding claim 32, claim 32 is similar in scope to the claim 4, and thus the 
rejection to claim 4 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 32. 

Regarding claim 33, claim 33 is similar in scope to the claim 5, and thus the 
rejection to claim 5 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 33. 

Regarding claim 34, claim 34 is similar in scope to the claim 6, and thus the 
rejection to claim 6 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 34. 

Regarding claim 35, claim 35 is similar in scope to the claim 7, and thus the 
rejection to claim 7 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 35. 

Regarding claim 36, claim 36 is similar in scope to the claim 8, and thus the 
rejection to claim 8 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 36. 
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Regarding claim 37, claim 37 is similar in scope to the claim 9, and thus the 
rejection to claim 9 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 37. 

Regarding claim 38, claim 38 is similar in scope to the claim 10, and thus the 
rejection to claim 1 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 38. 

Regarding claim 39, claim 39 is similar in scope to the claim 11, and thus the 
rejection to claim 1 1 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 39. 

Regarding claim 40, claim 40 is similar in scope to the claim 12, and thus the 
rejection to claim 12 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 40. 

Regarding claim 41 , claim 41 is similar in scope to the claim 13, and thus the 
rejection to claim 13 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 41 . 

Regarding claim 42, claim 42 is similar in scope to the claim 14, and thus the 
rejection to claim 14 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 42. 

Regarding claim 43, claim 43 is similar in scope to the claim 1 , and thus the 
rejection to claim 1 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 43. 



Application/Control Number: 10/017,674 Page 
Art Unit: 2672 

Regarding claim 44, claim 44 is similar in scope to the claim 2, and thus the 
rejection to claim 2 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 44. 

Regarding claim 45, claim 45 is similar in scope to the claim 3, and thus the 
rejection to claim 3 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 45. 

Regarding claim 46, claim 46 is similar in scope to the claim 4, and thus the 
rejection to claim 4 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 46. 

Regarding claim 47, claim 47 is similar in scope to the claim 5, and thus the 
rejection to claim 5 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 47. 

Regarding claim 48, claim 48 is similar in scope to the claim 6, and thus the 
rejection to claim 6 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 48. 

Regarding claim 49, claim 49 is similar in scope to the claim 7, and thus the 
rejection to claim 7 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 49. 

Regarding claim 50, claim 50 is similar in scope to the claim 8, and thus the 
rejection to claim 8 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 50. 
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Regarding claim 51 , claim 51 is similar in scope to the claim 9, and thus the 
rejection to claim 9 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 51 . 

Regarding claim 52, claim 52 is similar in scope to the claim 10, and thus the 
rejection to claim 1 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 52. 

Regarding claim 53, claim 53 is similar in scope to the claim 1 1 , and thus the 
rejection to claim 1 1 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 53. 

Regarding claim 54, claim 54 is similar in scope to the claim 12, and thus the 
rejection to claim 12 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 54. 

Regarding claim 55, claim 55 is similar in scope to the claim 13, and thus the 
rejection to claim 13 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 55. 

Regarding claim 56, claim 56 is similar in scope to the claim 14, and thus the 
rejection to claim 14 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 56. 

Regarding claim 57, refer to the discussion for the claim 1 hereinabove, 
O'Connor et al discloses that the claimed feature of an image containing a plurality of 
layers, wherein a first one of the layers overlaps a second one of the layers, and 
wherein each layer comprises bounds defined by edges, and wherein at least one edge 
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of the first layer lies within the bounds of the second layer, a method of subdividing tiles, 
(See Abstract, Fig 1, Fig 2, Fig 4, Fig 21-23) comprising: [subdividing the second layer 
along a straight line corresponding to an extension of the at least one edge of the first 
layer that lies within the bounds of the second layer, to obtain two tile subdivisions; and 
storing, in a tile list, a representation of at least a subset of the obtained file 
subdivisions; wherein, for each tile, the set of layers that overlap within the tile is 
homogenous throughout the entirety of the tile] and wherein at least one of the plurality 
of layers has a fade value that specifies an overall opacity of the at least one of the 
plurality of layers. 

O'Connor et al does not specifically discloses that "subdividing the second layer 
along a straight line corresponding to an extension of the at least one edge of the first 
layer that lies within the bounds of the second layer, wherein the set of layers that 
overlap within the tile is homogenous throughout the entirety of the tile". However, such 
limitation is shown in the teaching of Bier. [i.e. composed scene '500' in Fig 5, '1704- 
1707' in Fig 17] (See Fig 5, Fig 17, col 7 line 54-62) It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to incorporate the teaching of Bier into the teaching of O'Connor et al 
[i.e. the overlapped portions are separately calculated/executed with other regions of 
windows/layers], in order to produce faster final composed image with easy manner [i.e. 
"reduce the amount of computation and speed processing in the processing of 
transparency" See col 7 line 62-65 in Schiller et al], as using such "tile" structure is also 
advantageously desirable in the teaching of O'Connor et al for performing image 
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composition with multiple layers with minimized hardware (i.e. less memory, as tiles can 
be treated as one group of embodiment in memory) at faster processing time (i.e. 
eliminate repetitious calculations for invisible tiles or on overlapped regions by 
partitioning the object). 

The combination of O'Connor et al and Bier do not explicitly disclose the fade 
value that specified an overall opacity of a layer. However, such limitation is shown in 
the teaching of Hamburg, [i.e. "image layer global opacity"; 18a,58a,68a] (See col 2 line 
57-62, col 4 line 9-10, col 4 line 66-col 5 line 15, col 7 line 19-49) It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art to incorporate the teaching of Hamburg into the teaching 
of O'Connor et al [i.e. See "cross-fading" in O'Connor et al], in order to control the 
opacity of image layers with uncomplicated manner, as such improvement is also 
advantageously desirable in the teaching of O'Connor et al for rendering the opacity of 
the final composited image with simpler manner at faster processing time, (as only one 
variable is used to control whole image layers). 

Regarding claim 58, refer to the discussion for the claim 57 hereinabove, Bier 
discloses that repeating the subdividing step using at least one of the obtained file 
subdivisions. (See Fig 5, Fig 17, col 7 line 54-62) 
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Regarding claim 59, refer to the discussion for the claim 57 hereinabove, Bier 
discloses that joining at least two adjacent tile subdivisions in the tile list. (See Fig 5, Fig 
17, col 7 line 54-62) 

Regarding claim 60, refer to the discussion for the claim 57 hereinabove, Bier 
discloses that responsive to at least two adjacent tile subdivisions including portions of 
the same set of identical layers as one another, joining the at least two adjacent tile 
subdivisions in the tile list. (See Fig 5, Fig 17, col 7 line 54-62) 

Regarding claim 61 , claim 61 is similar in scope to the claim 57, and thus the 
rejection to claim 57 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 61. 

Regarding claim 62, claim 62 is similar in scope to the claim 58, and thus the 
rejection to claim 58 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 62. 

Regarding claim 63, claim 63 is similar in scope to the claim 59, and thus the 
rejection to claim 59 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 63. 

Regarding claim 64, claim 64 is similar in scope to the claim 60, and thus the 
rejection to claim 60 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 64. 
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Regarding claim 65, claim 65 is similar in scope to the claim 57, and thus the 
rejection to claim 57 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 65. 

Regarding claim 66, claim 66 is similar in scope to the claim 58, and thus the 
rejection to claim 58 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 66. 

Regarding claim 67, claim 67 is similar in scope to the claim 59, and thus the 
rejection to claim 59 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 67. 

Regarding claim 68, claim 68 is similar in scope to the claim 60, and thus the 
rejection to claim 60 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 68. 

Regarding claim 69, claim 69 is similar in scope to the claim 57, and thus the 
rejection to claim 57 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 69. 

Regarding claim 70, claim 70 is similar in scope to the claim 58, and thus the 
rejection to claim 58 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 70. 

Regarding claim 71, claim 71 is similar in scope to the claim 59, and thus the 
rejection to claim 59 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 71. 
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Regarding claim 72, claim 72 is similar in scope to the claim 60, and thus the 
rejection to claim 60 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 72. 



Response to Arguments/Amendment 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-72 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Specifically, in response to the 
Applicant's argument that the cited references do not discloses the fade value that 
specified an overall opacity of a layer, newly submitted references (Hamburg) clearly 
discloses that manipulating of "image layer global opacity" [i.e. "image layer global 
opacity"; 18a,58a,68a] within an analogous art [i.e. "image composition"]. (See col 2 line 
57-62, col 4 line 9-10, col 4 line 66-col 5 line 15, col 7 line 19-49) See the rejection 
hereinabove. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel J. Chung whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-7657. He can normally be reached Monday-Thursday 
and alternate Fridays from 7:30am- 5:00pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael, Razavi, can be 
reached at (571)272-7664. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

571-273-8300 (Central fax) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 

whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 



djc 

July 17, 2005 





